RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The method was first tested by repeated analyses of 2 serum samples whose sodium content had been determined with a flame photometer.
The results of repeated determinations are given in Table  1 (the values obtained by the MOPA method always include the 7% correction, both here and hereafter).
Twenty-six unselected samples of sera from hospital patients previously analyzed by flame photometry were analyzed by the MOPA procedure.
The results are shown in Table  2 (the samples are arranged in order of their sodium content, to make it easier to check for a systematic trend in the results obtained; the sample number gives the chronological order in which the analyses were performed). These data cover a range of 103-175 mEq/L; except for 2 extremely high results (which may actually be errors in the flame photometer determinations; see footnote to Table  2 ) the errors are never greater than 6% and usually not more than 3%. The errors are dis- 
